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Research is a long term investment of a society into its future and funding has to be acquired in a hard
competition: not only within the sciences, but as well in competition with other important societal challenges
like environmental issues, economic and social problems or international obligations. Communication and
outreach are therefore essential. We have to transport not only specific goals of the research planned like
innovation or understanding but values as transparency, honesty and responsibility as well. The channels
and tools for communication have multiplied these recent years, from confidential meetings, bilateral and
multilateral discussions between science leaders, via all kind of public events and media interactions up to
variety of new and rather fluid channels which reach out to very different target groups and are much less
under control. A comprehensive, concerted and flexible communication strategy is needed, to serve them all
according to their demands in order to maintain a high reputation and increase public and political support
for new large scale infrastructure projects.
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