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In macromolecular crystallography, electron density maps are used to build and validate models. In particular,
OMIT maps are commonly used to verify ligands. If the ligand is present, it is expected that the electron
density of the ligand will appear as positive features in the OMIT map. However, if the density arising from
the omitted atoms is weak, it may be obscured by bulk solvent. The polder map approach prevents bulk solvent
from entering OMIT regions, leading to clearer map features.
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